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Theoretical part 

 ● Intro to the ultimate graphic design 
master class

 ● why design? Career option

 ● What is Graphic Design?

 ● How to download Adobe software?

 ● Understanding colors

 ● Image Resolution

 ● The power of typography

 ● Layout -proportion, size and 
alignment

 ● Software tools

 ● Helpful Tips

Practical part (Online Tutorial)

 ● Adobe Photoshop

 ● Adobe Illustrator

 ● Adobe Indesign

 ● Reflections and conclusions

A Journey of Learning, Having Fun, and Experiencing new Exciting Information

  Let The Journey Begin Now.  Let The Journey Begin Now.



The magic of graphic design
Let’s learn togther



First of all - thank you! Thank you for choosing me as your graphic design  instructor. It means a lot to me.

When I first want to start my career as graphic designer I craved information - I watched every tutorial 
I could get my hands on, yet I was constantly disappointed: I saw boring, lack-luster courses that had 
nothing to do with real projects so i decide to take graphic design diploma in famous education center in 
Egypt,  but i also felt disappointed because i knew some tools without knowing how to utilize this tools in 
my designs or even knowing design principles.

This is why I decided to teach. I want to share my experience with who's passionate about graphic design in real-world 
techniques that actually matter, not textbook fluff that bores you to death. My goal is to teach you skills that can be 
applied immediately and get you great results.

I teach out of passion first and foremost. That’s what drives me. I hope you will feel that through our graphic design 
master class. programs can be complicated, intimidating, and frustrating. If you ever get stuck, just ask for help!
 I’m here for you 

Join our designers community
https://www.facebook.com/groups/391507520922713/

Facebook Account:
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/

Instagram Account:
https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/

Please use this guide to improve your experience and I hope to see a positive review from you.

A few words from shahenda abdelrazek

Thank you,
Shahenda Abdelrazek.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/391507520922713/
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/
https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/
https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/
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What is Graphic Design?



Creative process combining art and technology 
using images and words to communicate ideas 
to audience & Exploring creative possibilities of 
typography, photography, illustration, etc.



Designers are a link between
the client and the audience. 
Graphic designers learn how to 
construct a message and how to 
present it successfully.

They work with the client to understand 

the content and purpose of the message. A 

concept is chosen, the designers work with 

illustrators and Photographers as well as with 

typesetters and printers or other production 

specialists to create the final product. 



Why Design

Career options



How to download Adobe software?
Best: software version; Download: www.adobe.com

It starts from 10 $ /month, you have a free 7 day trial.

Minimum: at least Photoshop CS6, though not ideal.
Do NOT use Photoshop Elements. It’s a different software. Best way to go is CC version

https://www.adobe.com/africa/creativecloud/plans.html?promoid=NV3KR7S1&mv=other


Understanding
colors



Colors



Red is the color of passion and excitement. It’s the per-
fect choice if your brand identity is loud, youthful and 
exciting like Coca-Cola.

Orange: Orange is another high-energy color and is 
great if you want to appear friendly and playful. It’s 
bright and juicy.

Yellow, the color of sunshine, is all about happiness. The 
cheerful vibe makes it a good choice if you want to feel 
fun, accessible and affordable—think of McDonald’s.

Green is known for its exceptional versatility—nearly 
every brand can use it. If your brand is tied to the envi-
ronment, green is a solid choice e.g. Whole Foods.

Blue: Pretty much everyone likes blue. It can help your 
branding appear stable and trustworthy. Just look at 
banks—most of hem go with the blue (Chase Bank).

Purple is the color of royalty, with a hint of femininity, so 
if you’re going for a luxurious feel in your branding, this 
a safe bet.

Pink: Nothing says girly quite like pink. But it’s more ver-
satile than that. Pink gives brands a modern and differ-
entiated look - think of T-mobile.

Black: If you want to be viewed as modern or sophisti-
cated, there’s nothing as classic and effective as black. 
— Think of Nike.

BRAND IDENTITY

3. Color
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Colors





Understanding the principles of color theory and its use in graphic design



The problem with color when designing branded promotional items or custom t-shirts is that you 
typically need to use two dramatically different color models for different phases of a project; RGB 
and CMYK. When creating a design, most designers use the RGB color mode since %99 of all design 
work is done on a computer, but when printing that same design–whether it is on paper, a t-shirt or 
a promotional item–the printer uses the CMYK color mode.
The subtle differences created by these different approaches can cause a great deal of variance 
between how the color is displayed on a screen when compared to how it appears once it has been 
printed.

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RGB AND CMYK?



RGB – THE COLOR MODEL FOR DESIGN
RGB stands for Red, Green and Blue which is the color model used for 
light emitting devices such as TVs and monitors. RGB is considered 
to be an additive color process since it adds (or combines) different 
amounts of red, green and blue to a dark screen to create all other 
colors. When all of them are mixed equally it produces white. RGB is 
also the standard used for digital cameras, scanners and projectors 
which are all elements that contribute to the “design-side” of the 
process. RGB is commonly used for webpages and electronic mediums.

Since TVs and monitors are dark in their “off” state, this model works 
better because it provides contrast between the dark screen and the 
light emitted image. For this reason, most applications use the RGB 
format to display color.



CMYK – THE COLOR MODEL FOR PRINTING
CMYK stands for Cyan (Blue), Magenta (Red), Yellow and Black. Black is 
represented by “K”–the last letter of the word–so it doesn’t get mixed 
up with blue. Since the printing process starts with a light background, 
such as on a white piece of paper or light-colored t-shirt design, CMYK 
is considered to be a subtractive color model since each color of ink 
“subtracts” white from the final image in the print itself. When cyan, 
magenta and yellow are combined equally it creates a dark gray color–
also known as “composite black”–and because of this a fourth layer of 
black is included within the process to help sharpen the contrast within 
the print. The combination of these 4 layers creates the full color print. 
This is why this model is sometimes called “four color process” printing.





Image 
Resolution



Vectors images are smaller in file size 
as their dimensions are controlled by 
mathematical formulas. This makes them 
suitable for transmission, also they carry a 
lot of data in small file sizes.

Raster images have large file size defined 
by DPI or PPI with fixed height and width. 
Raster files are heavier with very little 
information. To transfer Raster files, it’s a 
good idea to compress them first.



Image Resolution



What is a Pixel?

The word Pixel comes from “picture element” and it’s the smallest element of an image that 
contains color information. Pixels come together to create the digital image. Just zoom in on any 
photo on your computer screen enough and you see the pixels show up (or you can just look at 
the featured photo of this blog post a a handy example).

 What is a Megapixel?

Among all the the image resolution terminology, 
Megapixel is probably the one that we’re all 
familiar with! When you’re looking at photos on 
your devices, a megapixel is the image size on 
the screen. This Image size is defined as the 
number of pixels by width and height. Let’s take 
my iPhone camera as an example; each time I 
take a photo, it creates an image 4032 pixels 
wide x 3024 pixels high. To be precise, that is 
a total of 12.192.768 pixels = 12 megapixels 
(MP).



This is a digital image size that depends on the quality of your camera. For some cameras, 
especially DSLRs, you can adjust your settings for a lower image size if you want to, but you will 
see the highest available quality advertised in the specs.

What Does “Good Resolution” Mean?

Resolution basically refers to the amount of detail an image contains. When we talk about a digital 
photo with good resolution in daily terms, we mean having a clear and sharp photo when viewed in 
full percentage on the computer screen. More pixels mean higher resolution, so in principle a photo 
taken with a 15 MP camera produces a higher resolution photo than with a 12 MP camera. 

Resolution is also a major concern when printing digital photos and scanning print photos, i.e. 
when you go between digital and print. And this is where a bit more complex terminology comes 
into play: PPI and DPI.



Typography





Serif fonts —have a little feet at the end of each letter. This classic 
typography is great if you want your brand to appear trustworthy, and 
traditional.

Sans serif—if “serif” means feet then “sans serif” is without the feet. They’re 
just letters that have smooth edges. They give a more sleek and modern feel 
to your brand identity.

Script—and we have script fonts that emulate cursive handwriting. It can be a 
great way to add an authentic feel to your brand identity.

Learn more about typography on my blog.

Typography

https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/


Type Size

Points are a unit of measure, where 72 points is approximately 1 inch. 
But in reality, it is not always exact.



Leading

Leading is the space between lines of type, it is also called linespacing in some software 
programs.



Tracking

Tracking is the adding of space between a larger group of type. Not individually like 
kerning. When setting something in all caps it is best to track out the type so it doesn’t 
look like the letters are crashing together



Ligatures

There are certain kerned paired of letters that look best just merged together. Otherwise, 
they are crashing. This is really for smaller type. At large scale it can look strange and 
should be separated.



Choose high quality fonts

If you are choosing a typeface that will have widespread applications, choose one with a 
large family. Some small ones don’t even come with bold italic.



layout



What is Page layout?

Page layout is the part of graphic design 
that deals in the arrangement of visual 
elements on a page.

How we read ?

In English, we read from the top left 
portion of the page to the bottom right.

In Arabic, we read from top right portion 
of the page to the bottem left.



Layout format includes

 ● Size

 ● Shape

 ● Orientation

 ● No. of pages

 ● Material

Size

Shape

Orientation

No. of pages
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LAYOUT FORMAT INCLUDES5



Size

Page size refers to the area of your publication. Paper, or sheet, size is the size of the paper used 
for printing.



Shape

Shape of the layout can be anything such as rectangular, circular, triangular or a Die cut.

Packaging die cut Triangular

Die cut

Circular Square



Tools



The best graphic design software



Adobe Photoshop
The road which led to photo editing was never so interesting. The automatic options infuse 
life to your images making your work ‘the talk of the town’ even if you are a newbie. With 
Photoshop you can easily combine multiple images and even remove unwanted objects from the 
image. It offers basic features like perspective correction, channel mixing, and clone stamp tool. 

Adobe Illustrator
Vector-based graphics such as logos, one-page layouts.
If you want to use vector art to create logos, sketches, typography, icons or even complex 
illustrations for videos or mobile then Illustrator is the tool for you. You can create artwork with 
seamless alignment by drawing pixel-perfect shapes.

Adobe InDesign
Multi-page layouts, or one-page layouts.
 InDesign is the business leader for creating clean layouts for desktop and mobile devices alike. 
Adobe InDesign is ideal for layout design usage like online magazines. Whether you want to 
create layouts for printed books, brochures or digital magazines Adobe InDesign is the tool 
you need. The flexibility is great as it allows you to easily drag-drop isolated layers and you can 
resize images with ease.

Use Professional Design Software:



Helpful
TIPS



1. Select the Right Fonts:
Clarity in design and readability is highly important. Make sure not to restrict your designs to one font only. Try to 
experiment with different styles of fonts and stick to a unique font style for your current project you’re focusing. 
Explore different opportunities, instead of picking those dull default fonts.

2. Make your Colors pop-up bright:
In order to capture your viewer’s notice at one look, you can use a color pop technique, especially when your text 
amount is short and you want to make an utmost impact. High contrasting palettes like yellow and white or black, 
red and black along with lively background colors work fine. Also, check the cohesiveness of your design and 
attempt to put an ideal impression. You can take the help of Adobe Color CC online tool to pick a pleasant palette 
for your design.

3. White Space is Strong and Worthy:
White space is valuable in the trendy graphic designs where they showcase simplicity, and the best example is of 
Apple. While executing text on a big canvas, select a high-quality typeface and then centralize your type and rest 
of the canvas left white. Overall, the canvas would really look good.

10 Most Effective Graphic Design Tips



4. Select Consistent Images:
Ensure that the quality of images remains absolutely consistent throughout your design. The quality, framing, 
style, proportions, and lighting of those elements should stay constant all through your design. The graphics, 
diagrams, images, and illustrations that you use should add a perfect meaning to your project. Try to consider 
Couponobox.com to save money on premium graphic design tools & applications.

5. Scanning your Sketch:
If you are sketching your design, make sure to scan it on your PC; make use of a smartphone camera to do so 
and import the scanned sketch into the Illustrator or Photoshop directly. You can develop your design as normal 
now, but make sure to use the scan as a background guide.

6. Flat Design goes a Long Way:
Flat design has been very popular over the years as its design has moved from slightly bright to more classiness. 
You should also have a good sense of alignment and spacing while using flat design techniques where the look 
will come out outstanding.

7. Use Character and Paragraph styles:
Select your header carefully and apply its style. Headers are somewhat in separate positions along with different 
font sizes or line heights. Tools like InDesign and Photoshop hold fixed tools to make sure that your characters 
and paragraphs have an ideal steadiness among them. Such tools can surely save your time from constant 
scrolling between pages, thus emphasizing and checking to make sure that your styles are placed well.



8. Utilize Italics carefully:
You should also make use of italics in some of your projects to get a superb effect. They should be applied 
with big respect as they can pretty well balance your headers and sub-headers. Italics should be used in small 
sentences only. Avoid them for long sentences as they will be a disaster for your project.

9. Respect Page Balance:
 If you want to become an excellent graphic designer, you need to learn about symmetry and balance all through 
the process. Ensure that the balance should be stable as it puts an impact on your design greatly. The document 
you’re working on should be evenly loaded on the left and right, or upwards and downwards in specific situations.

10. Separation Lines for Style and Impact:
Making use of line separation for an exact piece can fetch you a modest piece up to scratch if you are trying hard 
to make it seem complete. In place of a solid line, try using half lines on either side of a small text filament. Using 
a -3pixel line below the header and above the sub-header, or between the image and the title, will make your 
work appreciable and will go a long way.

Learn more tips & tricks on my blog.

https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/


COLOR - My text and important elements are legible and easy on the eyes. My viewers don’t have 
to strain to focus on what’s important.

TYPOGRAPHY - My font choices set the tone for my subject matter, are easy to read, and I’ve 
used good spacing practices.

ALIGNMENT - I’ve made clear decisions about the alignment of elements in my design. All text 
boxes are aligned the same way, and I have centered everything that should be.

HIERARCHY - There’s a clear heirarchy to my graphic, highlighting what’s most important for my 
viewers to look at.

PROPORTION - All elements and text are correct proportioned. I haven’t stretched or incorrectly 
distorted elements.

SPACING - Everything is appropriately spaced. I’ve created enough “white space” around elements 
to make them stand out, or easy to read.

REPETITION - I’ve tied together individual elements to prevent them from seeming less “random” 
and more purposeful.

SIMPLICITY - I kept things simple, and didn’t go overboard with the use of effects like gradients, 
strokes, or drop shadows.

GRAPHIC DESIGN CHECKLIST
THE 8 - POINT CHECK LIST FOR BEAUTIFUL GRAPHIC





Interface



New Undo in PS

Photoshop CS4 - CC 2019

Ctrl + Z to undo one step
Alt + Ctrl+ Z to undo multiple steps

Photoshop CC 2019

Ctrl + Z to undo multiple steps
Alt + Ctrl+ Z to toggle between states



Pen tool







Brushes



Thank 
you



Questions? Comments? Ideas? Please contact:
 
Shahenda Abdelrazek

Adobe certified Expert
Advertising & Print Instructor
Brand consultant

Shahenda.abdelrazek@gmail.com
www.shahenda.net

Join our designers community
https://www.facebook.com/groups/391507520922713/

Facebook Account:
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/

Instagram Account:
https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/

Thank you

mailto:Shahenda.abdelrazek%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.shahenda.net 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/391507520922713/
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/
https://www.facebook.com/shahendaabdelrazek/
https://www.instagram.com/shahenda_abdelrazek/
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